I.Ir. 2-e eld miestland 
BBCj ’Vashington 

Bear Gerry, 

Had I been s le to write thisletter a week egi, when I spoke to you, it would hav2 
b.en en entirely different one, an outright slaes eitch, which is aot a reprehens- 
ble thing. Those things that 1 knew were hapening then have now accelerated to such 
a pace that a very n*sty situation of which I am very apprehensive fsces us. At the 
moment, I fear this neans me alone. I shall speak bluntly, for I believe that is 
required, and I think you know enough of me to kno I am not a crank. that is scan- 
dalous in what follows I shall expect to be maintained in confidence, at least for 
the present, .hatever of what I shall tell you that "ou pass on to your superiors 
■*- leave to 7 our judgement. 



ij'irst, to try end Sell BBC on my own bo^k. Eriefly, it is the only one of all those 
nor out or of which lx have knowledge thet is both 03 to toleto '.0 a single book on 
this subject can be, is as; nsible, h's no ax to grind, ? nd is accurate* It is 
also the only one coming entirely from tb r official record. I have subjected it 
to such acid te^ts as, ± believe, nolf bo 'k has ever ceon subjected to. And it has 
the * uelity, appoi l,9pnroach and content that hove nnd-o it a success despite handi- 
caps of an unusual nature. 

V.e heve actually s >ld 10,000 copies with rudimentary a d impr-vised distribution, 
with not a cent tc e-tend on advertising, wilh a money— back guarantee (for the book 
is not eesy to read), *n.i with fierce end wealthy competition* Viking claims only 
twice this for the n tiooiride s* le of IHrUk'T. hot 1 tell you is not e claim. As 
the publisher, - invite you to Dhone the prirt r, ierkle freer, who have actually 
shipped out .out of the corks for ~e. The third printing i: now through the bindery, 
an edition of 5,00C conic's. And, delayed b th® requirements of 0 publi h.-r, as a 
writer I h->ve almost comnleted » seruel, H;T 1 ’ Ah*! 11 : li f > 'll I", -his ’.till name 
the nem- s '-nj h-'ve the mo*- t shod' ing doc une-ta tier, in our history otid micturos of 
the none 5 -rt. 



HI'. - • lone tells the story of the asms inntion in t- ms of the official evi- 

dence ar.c hen tells the story of th? investigation. It alone ad resres itself to 
the 1 sues and overtones of ‘he so used assassin in the h nic of publi - -'Uthority, 
although “Eother bonk, which buns this difficu'ty tank, claims to bo counsel for 
tho defense. 1 T 1 hfh hs 8 no such -urpose end makes no such claim; yet it is the 
only bo k the t me to this el^im. It is the only bo k from which an intelligent, 
perceptive reader cm gain an under tending of how such a thing could come to pass 
ir. our country, with such eminent men constituting the Aommiosi'-n. ithtll, it Is 
the me t sev re in its Aocaaenti. tion of or or, lee-din to the irony the. 4 , it is an 
" - tteck on th t et: bli bant'. ‘*’c truth, it is the only on® rh«t is not., any more 
rh» r th reversal of u court v-cision is* The other s, however, hi rrctly assault 
t :.e integrity 0 two? runbers 01 the bo-mission. I shew more error by thc-m tuen the 
other;, yet I am closest in the book ana am personally close to being their advocuto. 
HITl ... 11 will make this more .leer, for it will t*-ll how all this did co-o to 
or ss an., who aid what * *hen, to er ngc- it., complete . it): who snipped the ri.-tures* 



Df th ex thing 3 I toll you I have or hove done, you rr y r.t any time satisfy your- 
self. 1 have the proofs end the documents. 1 hove raoae no p lie use of it, although 
eventually 1 must, but 1 ira etietely 3ent copier. of the be 1 ’ 1 



to oil the vr ibe is of 
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the Com is ion, to the important people on its staff and in the ex. eutiv- branches, 
to the euthosy doctors ana to the appropriate men be '’s a ' the Congress, I asked these 
cfi'iciilo to either show me- wb-re 1 on ?;ron.- or to join ns in the full mad public 
oirlns the book demands. To th heeds of the gecret Service and the jj*BI I went 
further, 1 soeciilod whot they a re- suppressing and reman, bed access , showin- there 
their suppression vos outside the lew. That I h-vs ur.cie no commercial ure of this 
x hope you will taler, be an indication of the responsibility with which I approach 
this subject. I have further agreed to a confrontation with the Commission in 
which my material was ithout a champion. 1 was not there. 3ut I survived it. 



-Ill the other books together do not have half the -on tent of TJETTA'-H, nor do 
th'-y have anything of significance not in it. There ere sensational things 1 
shunned thet are spectacular when shown, but they rrc- wrong. Tor example, BBC oired 
the ! 3C Lens sp.earonca on Today. Leno is a non who, were he in charge of ]Tt. 

H**i/ one, would rush to the BUS for cans of gilt paint, who looking at an orchid 
would onder how to touch it up, xt may have round© good on the air when the 
witness wno wss in other respects credible declared thot bo saw © ecrot .'ervice 
men in the .''resident’s car jump up and wave R machine gun e round; but it didn’t 
happen one: it- coul i not have h-p-ened. 



ha cause cf the op oultion it hna overcome and the herd ice pa it tns surmounted, 
ill PK 'A5Tj ho s an ad itiomil at trsetiveness, ospeciell y among the younger g ne ra— 

* tion. A c is a storv in itself. If you examine the tremenduouo -motional outpouring 

i* ln "V f11 ^ w ’rtll un-leretend the impact it bo 3 on people, from housewives to 

judges, Trtlth many, including college profes-ers end Lawyers and tusinesmaen asking 
. ' hov: c - n help. Tor xonple, i now h v? legcl as intone© on hich I can fell 

beck, something I cannot p*y for. A legal study of hart 2 of the bock, the only 
study of “Staid in the b< nds of public authority, is half done. One had boon 
begun on the- legality of the autopsy. I an grateful for this volunteer help, for 
as J- told you, emotional as it may seem, 1 am determined to wash thi" out cleanly. 
It is one of the miles 1 ahr.ll go before I sleep. 

T.f you •Kent more of a sales to Ik, I’ll be glsd to accomodate. Briefly, I believe 
:oiae is the only accurate, complete and responsible work, the only one that will 
not etabroil BBC in thi kina a of things 1 do not think they wont to get involved 
in with this subject matter. 




• 

■ ove ? or -auvuge’s book ( a ml he is a very ethical man), which is, from whet A ht ve 
read of it, hated end incomplete, the others, including those not cut, are already 
involve, in filthy things. ou c- r, n aa ny correspondence here or BBC nay examine it 
in London, where my agent, Gordon Aarbord, t>5 c-t Martin’s Lane, V.C £, has co;ieB. 

To , b ? c i n vvltb » ^Pstein’s is a slight book. It really uds nothing to tho introduction 
of UlTiS ,ABH but cas e history, save an improper use of tho i'SI Report, \t. ich it 
did not originate. That <vas studious leaked ond war properly handled in '"HIT3WAG’’ 
before iimUL T was out. loor Lpstein, 1 am confident unwittingly, became an instru- 
ment for one art of the forn .is: ion’s staff in its ruest for ^elf-jurtificetion. 

That part of HITL V.^-'H II, hich does not nd :rc. itself to ^pstein but to evidence, 
shows ell of this, especially with Epstein’s chief source, who clone r.ide the 
/bite ash -'Ojible. Tti3X m teri 1 in th^ sequel eopecisliy lend;-: itself to 
photographic use. . nd i 5 is chocking bsyend description. Because of th 1 "- f ctunl 
error end *eekness of the Lpsteip bo k, x agr:-«'d to hrln Vikin ; 1 ith it and did. 

^ era niive unpubliaheJ ft. ri 1 oa ‘■.ha autopsy that van publishable but that 

x ---ided to hold until the 3©ouel “s corepl-tf i . 1 h° v^ mril on <‘11 of this, in— 

^ - A: i i ith x-urooeftn publ ichors and a major UP n^v^popor nd m?, r *az ne. It now 
ao-ears that Viking hes cold ay material to Rantom n 3 w^rt of the package for tte 



reprint rt-eiftjse. They hove copied the documents end flooded the t ede with them. 

t is these things you will find r : ucted in the a British press, for example, in 
1*1 -•venin; Jtmdard of the 26th. of l' jvt month, hhet airs, „opkin exulted in *s 

< zrccta -°l / troze ° r <:°od fortune is whet «*■ loened Vi king in confidence 
oc pu. t..an in a position to aafend themselves. It will now -n ear wholesale. You 

thL 1 ’, •rif U fi% UnUer9t, J?f X havc dose nothin ** Publicly about this because more 

”‘‘.4 /'+ a IJ-ro-it i involved when on -anericnn president ia assassinated 

an., interred with a phoney ln-uest. Eventually it will out. it will not be pleasant. 

..side from other evil things from him and his publisher. Holt, x have reason to 
believe E eae plogiarzied a port of ,IiITE th £&. ~y mail ith these publishers was 
sent registered. I take “Iking’ a reply to be • tacit admission. 1 hove heerd nothing 



Vr/j' 4 -. ,e ,l“ "°, r , ;ind ' °pkin piece in the Hew York Review of Hooks 

^fu^ ly r e \ Vf ; 1 u h ^ j deaicgt?s to uninhibited ee: suits upon me, you -mow he has 
nothing in whot he el, toe as his own work that i, not in Mne i V has but “ 
fradtion cf wfe«t^ hove, uie title, -The Second Oswald", which the Hew York Review 

thl “f w * iy °J f°oks Cl im °° hlS GreSt ' li9c ® ver y 0I ^ contribution, is in no sense 
.hi. but s thin transparency my chapter "?he *clse Oswald", altered to salt his 
politics. A hia is sc raw s thing t.hgt in - ‘ -- 1X u19 



of ibe o^ni 



, - - — ray radio PTipearonces, oro-nonem s 

oirin nave gcno out of their v/ay t.o column nt on it» 



Last night 1 got. * phone call from someone connected ‘.pith .Avon, not an employee, 

Vf°* °r ly t ? Jf0U * h my b00i: ‘ 1 3haU h Ve to ask you to keep this in 
^ S ^ 6 f °v,f h f * iU l0B9e her - 1ob otoerwiae. Those dreadful neoolo 
T°e< i a ?* b t Ck t u Q publicl2in S of iopkin' s book until 1 sue them. Until a we=k 
ogo I (lion t. know he was doing a book. Because this woman ia known to b- friendly 

. 8he ® 3ked vhea 1 Wf,s COiag to sue. -hen she correctly said she had no 
kno«lfige of t ai s Lt ‘11, on effort :as madfi. to ge* her to find out from me. On 

’ i he t ® la m toia book actually comet from nine, x h-,v<? no way of proving 

this end for the moment sh-11 not try to. But is this not aLl on unsavory business, 
cspecislly bee use of the subject. 1 

If the other vile things I ellege interest you, I shall .rove them to you. •‘•’hie 
3hould bo enough. There ia an ad in the September b ^blishors’ ,'eokly. I’m told 
announcing the fopkin hook as the joint publishing venture of the Hew York aeview 
and ..von, •vlth my name on its cover, along with Lane’s end Yost sin's, when 1 reed 
of the Hew fork Review’s connection with this bo vie I wrote taem on ed dtionol 
letter, harborfl also has this co respondent, ..s lour as I con I shell do nothing 

publicly ubout this, for It 4s tin a^ful thing to involve in whyt is iu^lvod in 

,. L ® snos? inat \cn and its investigation. I have not even enrsged a lawyer, although 
i had r e Jy for nd ling foxysx letter to the leryer for another publisher who I ’ 
met during my efforts to get my book printed normally. I fcuve er«a if he can 
represent me if j r.et-d h-lp, that’s oil. 

±e joc trine of the Lane end Ostein bookr is wrong and against the notional nnd 
interna tion-1 interest, a hope I an wrong, but I bd iove this thing con build into 
, p f tentlnl °* ' •eichstag fire. Both focus porsonally on „arl ar en. Lane, in 
private correspondence, osvuree m this i hie intent « n 5 Trevor-Roner’s. The very 
fc f Introduction, departs fro^t to lr-y the basis for this. I rot 
xv °" ’’ ir '' tro '' 5uGtion in g*.liey proof Lc_- •; no wop- per and wrote ‘*olt. point *Vti 

out the er-or of both fact and fleet- ine. Arthur ' O bon, the executive vice rrooi^a/t 

a r ^/ es ^ a<! * 1 *’e-tol- you -rhat I-ene seta. *ou m-y ne the co resnonflence. "’his 

tHdtVl e tu J1 tvpiG ' o; e special UE’-'-TY is mMdng for syndication, he 

' a .rc-^ diecus'ln the b sic evidence that shows whnt the staff r«thor 

tr-- rtf r a *i T 1 -1 ° n ::Il ‘ " L * ' ,bi ' ir r ‘ ot R iit8 d out, you will see that with all the 
tru vi., ,b.t can come uo 4n four end a half hours of taping, he really tried to 



keen me from discussing the d struct. on of this, cne o, the no t h. sic evidence 

on the- assassination l that none of tho other books h Aj , On this erogran I trust 
«n U w m find also the destruction of Professor J 830b Cohen, who hss © nsti .utod 
himself bis own kind of defender of the Oommi rion end the eo^rnamt, based upon .be 
smoothest-flowing falsehood that ours from him innocently ea bun>s from ea ******* 
-ohen's doctrine is that »U the gowaasi! need do is roles se th» a .totsy pictures 
and 2reys. If those show the injuries to the resided substantially as the 
eutiosy r port (finel form) shows, then the whole thins is eloseo. hi* is 
falsehood, ndt slon-’ because egtor this lapse oftime Oo& alone knows what opwortun- 
iti ea h-ve err lean Ter the- pi©T» ration of other pictures and Aj?sys. ^von if thoe 
wounds were entirely 03 represented, the Report is still totally false, and on 
numerous counts. On this I should tell you, but 1 prefer tint it not be spread, 
that A have ©ra^ ore^y solid stuff on who 0 owe Id reel’.y was and on his ln-ocence, 
of which I now have such documentary evidence thet there cm really be no dou... 
Again> you nny exenin° this. 

L6, I write you not alone as e commercial thing, to try and interest BBC in tbs 
uninue kind of special Inbhave already discussed with you, in hich, in effect, 
the home will bo ©averted into a courtroom and the viewer wilL^be the jury that 
se s r^el, live, o^tu-il documents for the first time, but also for help. - , y this 
I mean non-com rrcirl help. There is only one way in which the inevitable great 
£bock of mh«t 5 • her* involved con be cushioned. That is by honest, forthright 
presentation of truth, without prejudice or ulterior motive, as It is given too 
man to be ablp to do this, f the current boks, this can cone only from mine. 

nd by this 1 mean only HITS’USa fox now, because the undert snarling Ox its contends 
is required for eri under standing of who did the x whitewashing, 

hen my thin of thir sort h o ens to an ijaericsn president in the world today, 
it h? peons to everyone in the entire wo Id. -t has olivedy hap reuod tc you md 
your country, *?.ud you h-;Vfc thir etake in it* 

I hope you will understand the notiv^ of this kind of 0 latter. 1 am prepared to 
prove every word of it. aid I do hips that BBC will, with its reputation, find the 
kind of rasponsib lity toxw which 1 have rigidly adhered not uncongenial, it does 
not in any way diminish the content, which 1 c- n provide as no other can, if ne are 
to restrict out seines to what is credible end honest, and that I would hope and I 
do believe 1 what BBC wants. I am not unmindful of the profit poatntiaL^ lor ::c 
in the sc ns dal I cm at any moment unleash but ovoid. ( t is just that other things 
are more important. As long, as I safely con - end here 1 mesa more than just the 
rafeguerding of my own considerable financial interest - 1 shell continue tcis way. 

Thank you very much for any help you can offer, and x hope A have pi ced no burden 
upon you *vith this Ion# letter* 



S-fncer^ly vours, 



Harold Weioberg 



